H9630

away at Bolivia’s democratic founda-
tions in order to remain in power. In
2013, the constitutional court allowed
him to run for a third term, stating
that his first term didn’t count—do-
over, mulligan—because it occurred be-
fore the 2009 constitution took effect.
What a farce.

This was obviously a cynical, polit-
ical ploy, and should have served as the
harbinger of worse things to come for
Bolivia, and indeed it was, not to men-
tion the ruling falls outside of the
court’s mandate to interpret and evalu-
ate compliance with the constitution.

Responsible nations in our hemi-
sphere, Mr. Speaker, must not remain
silent, nor should this esteemed body.
We must speak out in the support of
the people of Bolivia to democratically
elect their next leader.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of the Bolivian peo-
ple before there is another crisis of de-
mocracy right in our hemisphere.

———

RETIREMENT OF DEAN OF THE
UNITED STATES CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, a
few minutes ago, in Detroit, the dean
of the United States Congress offered
his retirement immediately. He has
asked me, a member of the Judiciary
Committee, to offer his words to his
colleagues and to put his statement in
the RECORD that indicates that he has
notified Speaker RYAN, Leader PELOSI,
and Governor Snyder of his retirement
from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

It is important to note, as I begin,
that there is no difference or no under-
mining of the rights of women and the
abhorrence of sexual harassment and
sexual assault. But this is a statement
that I believe should be read on behalf
of the dean of the United States Con-
gress, Mr. JOHN CONYERS.
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As a Member of Congress, I have
known Mr. CONYERS to not shy away
from a legislative challenge. In addi-
tion to being the first Member to intro-
duce the Martin Luther King holiday
bill, he was the first to hold hearings
on police misconduct, the first to ex-
amine the problem of solitary confine-
ment, the first to offer racial profiling
legislation, the first to introduce legis-
lation protecting against disenfran-
chisement of ex-felons, and the first to
pursue legislation protecting Black
farmers from discrimination, among
many other civil rights measures.

In 2007, Representative CONYERS
stood up for the prerogatives of the
House of Representatives and success-
fully brought a suit against the former
President Bush White House for failing
to comply with subpoenas relating to a
U.S. attorney’s investigation.

He has been the chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee; and he will con-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

tinue to, in his life, as he has indicated,
stand for what is right.

It is now my privilege to read this
statement from Mr. JOHN CONYERS. I
reiterate that he says that he notified
Speaker RYAN, Leader PELOSI, and
Governor Snyder of his retirement
from the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

It was his honor—these are his
words—and his privilege to serve the
constituents of Detroit, Michigan, as
their United States Congressman in
the 13th and 14th Congressional Dis-
trict for 53 years.

This is his statement again:

I came to Congress in 1964. Since then, I
have devoted my entire career to improving
the lives of my constituents in Detroit and
on the behalf of justice everywhere. These
years witnessed a profound evolution in civil
rights, led by millions in the streets who
marched for justice and people of conscience
in the Congress—both Democrats and Repub-
licans—who heard them and enacted the
Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, and
other landmark reforms. I have been in the
forefront of the civil rights movement. I
have been a champion of justice for the op-
pressed and the disenfranchised. I never
wavered in my commitment to justice and
democracy.

I am proud to have been part of that rich
history. I have been privileged to be a found-
er of the Congressional Black Caucus and to
represent the United States Congress by
being dean.

I passed, as indicated, the law dealing with
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday Act,
the Violence Against Women Act, the Hate
Crimes Act, the USA Freedom Act, and the
extension of the Voting Rights Act. I have
led the fight against mandatory minimum
sentences, hoping to reverse the devastating
incarceration rates for African Americans
and poor people. I have tried to pass a uni-
versal healthcare law, H.R. 676. Every Con-
gress since 1989, I have introduced H.R. 40 to
study reparations for slavery, and I deeply
appreciate those handful of courageous col-
leagues who have joined me.

For Detroiters, I am proud of what we have
been able to accomplish to bring hundreds of
millions of dollars in critical grants and Fed-
eral funding for southeast Michigan to revi-
talize our great city, attract rich talent, and
return to us prosperity.

I recognize that in this present environ-
ment, due process will not be afforded to me.
I was taught by a great woman, my mother,
to honor women. The first employee I ever
hired was Mrs. Rosa Parks, who worked in
my office for 22 years. It has been my great
honor to work alongside some of the most
talented and honorable staff on Capitol Hill
and in Detroit.

I have stated my position on these allega-
tions. I have worked with both women and
men.

Given the totality of the circumstance of
not being afforded the right of due process in
conjunction with my current health condi-
tion, and to preserve my legacy and good
name, I am retiring.

I hope that my retirement will be viewed
in the larger perspective of my record of
service, and as I enter a new chapter, I
pledge to continue my commitment to a pro-
gressive vision and a better future for this
country that I love. I owe that to the legacy
of my father, John Conyers, Sr., who inte-
grated labor unions in this country; to my
brother Nathan, who integrated business,
and he is my ‘“‘main man;” and to my loving
wife, Monica; and to my son, John III, who I
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believe offers hope to this generation of lead-
ership, and who is committed to being an ad-
vocate of fairness and justice for all; and to
Carl Edward, who never leaves my side.

I cannot allow the great work of this body
to be distracted from the important work, or
the goals of the Democratic Party to be dis-
tracted. It has been an honor and a privilege
of my life to represent the people of Michi-
gan in the House of Representatives, but
that responsibility will now fall to my col-
leagues and my successor. They have my
deepest support and prayers. Jobs, justice,
and peace.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Once again we come to ask wisdom,
patience, peace, and understanding for
the Members of this people’s House.

Give them the generosity of heart
and the courage of true leadership to
work toward a common solution to the
many issues facing our Nation.

As true statesmen and women, may
they find the fortitude to make judg-
ments that benefit all Americans in
their time of need.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HURD) come forward
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